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Newbery Honor winner Joan Bauer's new novel will touch your heart When twelve-year-old Sugar's

grandfather dies and her gambling father takes off yet again, Sugar and her mother lose their home

in Missouri. They head to Chicago for a fresh start, only to discover that fresh starts aren't so easy

to come by for the homeless. Nevertheless, Sugar's mother has taught her to be grateful no matter

what, so Sugar does her best. With the help of a rescue dog, Shush; a foster family; a supportive

teacher; a love of poetry; and her own grace and good humor, Sugar comes to understand that

while she can't control the hand life deals her, she can control how she responds.
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It's very interesting to me that all of the reviews are positive for this book. And there are a lot of

positives about it. Joan Bauer is a good writer and it's a well written book. The plot moves along, the

characters are interesting, and it would resonate with a lot of kids.When I was teaching middle

school English, I would have assigned this book to my class. I know I would have. There is very little

character description, so readers will make their own minds up about what the characters look like. I

had many students who lived through situations similar to what the girl in this story, Sugar, walks

through.But, as a homeschooling mom, I'm not going to assign this book to my children. There are a



couple of reasons. Because I homeschool, I can shelter my kids and let them be kids. I know they

have to tackle and understand the hard stuff of the world, but the big question I face is when and

how. Books tackle difficult subjects differently. Some address the tough stuff of life. Some can plant

ideas in kids heads (depending on who the kids is). Some are persuasive about life issues. Some

are objective and simply tell a story--leaving the moral evaluation up to the reader. I did read this

entire book. After the first half, I was willing to let my daughter read it. I knew I would need to

process through it because there is a slew of difficult emotional issues in it--abandonment by a

parent, neglect, poverty, homelessness, peer pressure, teasing, and death of a loved one. But, then

I read two pages that it took it off the reading list for my kids. It was the discussion of depression

and her mom's time in the hospital after she breaks down. She asks the question to herself of

whether it could happen to her.
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